Saturday, March 8th, 2008
Hi
I will write one day earlier as I am off to Indonesia tomorrow (Sunday) to conduct a workshop on Monday. I return on Tuesday. The workshop is sponsored by the Singapore publisher. Indonesia is going to use English as a medium of instruction (MOI) for the subjects English, Science and Mathematics, beginning in Grade 7. At first, only 30 schools, all government schools, will be involved. There will be 60 science teachers at the workshop, two from each school, which will deal with the use of English as a MOI in Science and is also for the publisher to promote its books. I thought the workshop was to be in Jakarta, but no, it will be in Bandung, a city about two hours drive southeast inland from Jakarta. I will be picked up at the airport early afternoon and taken down to Bandung. I will fly on Cathay Pacific Airways. Bought the tickets online, got an e-ticket and also checked in online. This is certainly much more convenient than pre-internet days when it was necessary to make two or more trips into a travel agency to get tickets. 
In Hong Kong, air pollution reached very high levels at times, being above 150 in some places such as Causeway Bay. At the moment, the Los Angeles Galaxy soccer team, with David Beckham of course, is in HK for a match against HK tomorrow. This follows matches in Shanghai and Korea (I think). 
[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


It was announced that the All Blacks and Wallabies are to play the last of their three Bledisloe Cup matches in HK in November. This cup is an annual competition between NZ and Australia; some of the matches also count as tri-nations tests. Tickets are expensive at about HK$1100 for the most expensive and not much lower for the cheapest. However, should either country win two of the three matches before coming to HK, the remaining match will be merely an exhibition game. (In the photo, the larger cup is the Bledisloe Cup; the other is the Tri-Nations trophy, both being presented last year after NZ won both tournaments.)
Watched a very touching TV documentary the other night about a Korean girl concert pianist! (now about 22 years of age). Nothing special you might say. However, she is mentally handicapped (mental age of a 7-year old), is physically disabled (no legs below the knees; she uses special equipment to manipulate the pedals), but that is not all – she has only four fingers, two on each hand! She may not be as good as the best pianists in the world, but I cannot tell the difference. Have a look at these websites:

http://spluch.blogspot.com/2007/04/four-fingered-pianist-to-play-concert.html
The following website includes a 10-min video that is part of the TV documentary:
http://hardnfast.blogspot.com/2007/06/four-finger-pianist.html
For the past week, I have been very, very tired. Gym has been hard. Yesterday, I still went to the gym but only did 5 min skipping and a very light weights session. No run today otherwise I would probably be too tired for travelling tomorrow. Fortunate, perhaps, that the workshop forces me to omit a run otherwise I would probably have forced myself to do it. 
That’s about it for now. 
Cheers.
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